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The  following  extract  from  the  First  Annual 
Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Avon  Place  Home, 
gives  very  briefly  the  facts  connected  with  the 
establishment  of  the  Home:  — 

“  On  the  30th  of  May,  1874,  the  Home  was  estab¬ 
lished  through  the  benevolence  of  Mr.  James  Hunting- 
ton,  who,  at  that  time,  was  able  to  carry  into  effect  a 
long-cherished  plan  by  which  the  comforts  of  a  Home 
could  be  furnished  to  destitute  children.  After  a  few 
months,  it  was  Mr.  Huntington’s  wish  to  give  up  the 
care  of  the  Home,  and  it  was  therefore,  in  November, 
1874,  established  as  a  Corporation,  under  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts. 

“  The  following  persons  were  appointed  by  Mr.  Hun¬ 
tington  to  act  as  Trustees  :  Rev.  Dr.  A.  P.  Peabody, 
Rev.  D.  O.  Mears,  Mr.  B.  F.  Wyeth,  Mrs.  H.  W. 
Paine,  Mrs.  Prof.  Lovering,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Tyler,  Mrs. 
W.  T.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Henry  Thayer,  and  Miss 
I.  F.  Sanger  ;  and  they  received  from  him  a  deed  of  the 
Estate  occupied  by  the  Plome  on  Avon  Place,  valued, 
with  the  furniture,  at  about  $10,000.” 


REPORT. 


♦ 


The  Avon  Home  Trustees  present  with  much 
pleasure  to  the  citizens  of  Cambridge  a  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  Home  from  May,  1875, 
May,  1876. 

It  is  with  a  deep  feeling  of  thankfulness  they 
record  that  there  has  been  no  death  at  the  Home 
during  the  past  year.  One  of  the  visiting  physi¬ 
cians  in  his  sanitary  report  says,  that  he  considers 
the  remarkable  health  of  the  children  at  the  Home 
worthy  of  more  than  a  passing  notice. 

There  were  twelve  children  at  the  Home  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  (May,  1875).  This  number 
was  soon  increased  to  sixteen,  which  has  been  the 
greatest  number  at  any  one  time  ;  twenty-three 
have  been  cared  for  during  the  year.  There  are 
now  sixteen  children  as  inmates,  of  whom  the 
eldest  is  eleven  years,  the  youngest  seven  weeks. 
There  are  ten  under  four  years  of  age,  and  seven 
under  twenty  months*  five  attend  school.  Two  of 
these  go  to  the  Primary,  three  to  the  Grammar 
School. 

During  the  year,  the  Trustees  have  been  able  to 
secure  the  services  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Doe  as  matron; 
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and  under  her  efficient  management  and  kind  care, 
as  well  as  that  of  her  able  assistant,  Mrs.  Mallon, 
the  welfare  of  the  Home  has  been  entirely  satis¬ 
factory. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  unex¬ 
pected  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  its  generous 
founder  and  principal  patron,  Mr.  James  Hunting- 
ton,  the  Trustees  found  that  the  treasury  was  nearly 
empty,  and  that  the  Home  would  have  no  definite 
means  of  support  in  the  future. 

In  view,  however,  of  the  good  already  accom¬ 
plished,  and  feeling  that  they  ought  not  to  give  up 
the  destitute  little  ones  intrusted  to  their  care,  the 
Trustees  decided  to  make  known  the  necessities  of 
the  Home,  not  only  to  those  friends  who  had  aided 
in  its  support  the  previous  year,  but  to  the  larger 
number  ,  of  our  citizens,  who  had  previously  sup¬ 
posed  this  charity  to  be  a  private  undertaking. 

Increasing  the  number  of  managers  so  that  the 
different  parts  of  the  city  might  be  represented,  the 
Trustees  asked  the  co-operation  of  the  churches 
as  well  as  of  the  public,  in  order  that  the  claims 
of  the  Home  might  be  as  widely  recognized  as 
possible.  Liberally  have  both  responded.  In 
many  cases,  the  donors  have  requested  not  to  have 
their  names  appear  in  print,  but  have  expressed  a 
wish  to  give  yearly  to  so  deserving  a  charity. 

The  Trustees  in  the'  name  of  the  inmates  of  the 
Home  return  their  sincere  thanks  to  all  who  have 
aided  in  its  support.  They  wish  to  make  special 
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mention  of  the  kindness  of  the  visiting  physicians, 
Drs.  Vaughan,  Nichols,  Hildreth,  and  Gay,  who 
have  generously  given  their  services  for  the  year. 
Also  to  those  who  have  aided  by  gifts  of  money, 
by  donations  of  furniture,  or  household  furnishings 
of  any  kind,  by  donations  of  coal,  groceries,  vege¬ 
tables,  fruit,  and  for  the  most  acceptable  gift  of 
clothing  ready  made,  or  of  material  to  be  made 
into  garments. 

They  wish  also  to  make  special  mention  of  the 
following  gifts:  — 

Of  money  received  from  the  managers  of  the  Holly  Tree 
Cafe,  during  the  months  of  September  and  October, 
by  which  timely  aid  the  pressing  necessity  of  the 
Home  was  materially  lightened. 

Of  money  and  garments  received  in  the  winter  from  a 
sewing-circle  composed  of  ten  young  girls  at  Cam- 
bridgeport,  and  of  $100,  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  a 
Fair  held  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Bay  ley  by  the  same 
young  girls. 

Of  money  and  household  furnishings  from  the  Shepard 
Band  of  Little  Workers. 

Of  money  received  from  a  parlor  sale  held  at  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Henry  Thayer,  and  to  all  those  who  aided 
her  by  donations  of  any  kind. 

Of  donations  of  crackers  from  Messrs.  Kennedy  and 
Wright. 

Of  the  proceeds  of  a  concert  planned  and  carried  into 
execution  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thayer. 

Of  money  received  from  members  of  the  City  Govern¬ 
ment  through  Rev.  Mr.  Mears. 
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Of  the  proceeds  of  an  entertainment,  most  successfully 
carried  out  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Fred.  Reed. 

Of  a  donation  of  $100  from  the  young  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men  who  took  part  in  the  late  successful  theatricals 
at  the  Arsenal. 

For  garments  and  bedding  from  sewing-circle  connected 
with  North  Avenue  Church. 

For  stockings  and  mittens  sent  to  the  children. 

For  boots  and  shoes  furnished  for  the  children. 

For  gratuitous  services  of  Hayes’s  Express  during  the 
year. 

To  all  the  Donors  the  Trustees  would  again  ten¬ 
der  their  thanks,  with  an  earnest  appeal,  for  the 
coming  year,  to  the  citizens  of  Cambridge  that  the 
destitute  children  within  her  limits  ma}^  be  properly 
cared  for,  and  that  the  usefulness  of  the  Home  may 
be  increased,  remembering  our  Saviour’s  promise, 
“  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of 
these,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.” 


BY-LAWS. 


- ♦ - 

Article  I. 

Membership. 

The  number  of  corporators  of  this  Corporation  shall 
be  limited  to  nine,  and  the  nine  persons  who  signed  the 
articles  of  association  shall  constitute  the  Corporation. 
Vacancies  shall  be  caused  by  death,  by  resignation,  and 
by  the  failing  to  attend  for  a-  period  of  twelve  consecutive 
months  some  meeting  of  the  Corporation.  When  such 
failure  occurs,  the  Corporation  shall  by  vote  record  the 
fact,  and  declare  the  membership  vacant.  Vacancies 
shall  be  filled  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  remaining 
members.  This  article  of  the  by-laws  shall  not  be 
altered,  except  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tors.'  [At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  held  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1875,  the  number  of  Corporators  was  increased 
from  nine  to  thirteen.*] 

Article  II. 

Common  Seal. 

The  Common  Seal  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  circular 
in  form,  with  the  year  of  its  creation,  and  the  words, 
“  Corporation  of  Avon  Place  Trustees,  1874,”  inscribed, 
and  shall  be  kept  by  the  clerk. 


*  East  Cambridge  is  not  jet  represented  on  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
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Article  III. 

Officers  of  the  Corf  oration . 

The  officers  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  a  President, 
Treasurer,  and  Clerk,  to  be  chosen  from  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  at  the  annual  meeting,  or  at  some  adjournment 
thereof,  and  to  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until  their 
successors  are  elected  and  accept  office.  They  shall  sev¬ 
erally  perform  the  customary  duties  of  such  officers,  and 
the  President  and  Treasurer  shall  make  a  report  at  the 
annual  meeting.  The  Corporators  may,  from  time  to 
time,  appoint  committees  to  aid  in  the  convenient  trans¬ 
action  of  the  business  of  the  Corporation.  The  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  audited  as  often  at  least  as  once 
every  six  months. 

Article  IV. 

Meetings  of  the  Corf  oration? 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  held 
at  the  Avon  Place  Home,  on  the  last  Saturday  in  May 
at  such  hour  as  the  Corporators  may  decide.  Regular 
meetings  shall  be  held  every  month  at  some  convenient 
place,  and  special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  or  any  two  Corporators,  upon  two  days’  notice,  to 
be  given  by  the  Clerk.  A  majority  of  all  the  Corpora¬ 
tors  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  any  annual,  regular,  or 
special  meeting. 

Article  V. 

Amendments . 

Articles  II.,  III.,  and  ‘IV.,  of  these  By-Laws  may  be 
amended  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the  Corporators  at 
any  annual  meeting,  or  at  any  regular  meeting,  when  a 
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notice  of  the  proposed  amendment  has  been  given  at  the 
previous  regular  meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting,  by 
the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  Corporators. 


Application  for  admission  of  children  to  the  Home 
must  be  made  to  one  of  the  Committee  on  Admission, 
consisting  of :  — 

Rev.  D.  O.  Mears . 26  Arlington  Street. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Paine . Sparks  Street. 

Mrs.  Fred.  Reed . Franklin  Street. 
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May  26,  1876.  Audited  by  SARAH  J.  LOVERING.  LUCY  C.  TYLER,  Treasurer. 
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